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6o Synopses of Important Articles. [Jan., 



Fulfilled Prophecy — A Standing Miracle.* — The church has two defenses for 
revealed truth — ^miracles and prophecy. The latter has been almost lost sight of. 
Five elements must exist in any real prophecy: (i) Foretelling with clearness; 
(2) Something beyond human shrewdness; (3) Space between prophecy and 
fulfillment; (4) Fulfillment must be without collusion or conspiracy; (5) A real 
fulfillment must have taken place. Four lines of fulfilled prophecy show that 
prediction was not an arrow shot at random, but the revelation of an almighty 
purpose and an omniscient mind; (i) Prophecy bearing upon other nations 
of the world ; (a) Gen. 16; 12, a history of the Arab race; (b) Daniel, wherever 
he belongs, predicted a history yet to be; (c) Nahum foretold the fall of Nine- 
veh, etc. (2) Prophecy concerning the fews. (3) Prophecy concerning a 
Messiah, who should be of the line of David, spring out of Bethlehem, lighten 
the country about Galilee, come before the sceptre should depart from Judah, 
etc., etc. It is admitted that the life of the Christ conforms to the prophecies; 
but may not this have been the outcome of a plan of Jesus himself? No; for 
(a) Jesus was not the product of his age ; (b) no one could have constructed a 
Messiah to meet the demands of the Old Testament; (c) the character of Jesus 
is evidence of the contrary. (4) The prophecies of fesus himself . 

Prophecy should be studied, because (i) it is one of the two great supports 
and witnesses; (2) fulfilled prophecies are present day miracles; (3) prophecy 
is a stronger witness than a miracle; (4) it will strengthen the church; (5) it 
will show that prophecy still unfulfilled will yet be fulfilled. Reasons, many 
and good ones, are given why prophecy has been largely ignored. 

The writer asserts the distinction between prophecy and prediction, yet does not seem to 
maintain it in some parts of the paper. He accepts some interpretations long since explod- 
ed, e. g., "the sceptre shall not depart from Judah .... until Shiloh come." He con- 
founds radical criticism, like that of Strauss, Renan, with conservative criticism, which 
would build up instead of tearing down. On the other hand, his style is exceedingly 
vivid, and forceful ; his theory of prophecy, reasonable and strong ; his arguments and 
conclusions, clear and invincible. 



The Design of the Apocalypse.f — There are two possible theories, the his- 
torical and the descriptive. The descriptive theory is that which sees in the 
book only the symbolic representation of great ideas and principles; proclama- 
tions of eternal truth in general terms. Against this it is urged (i) the mere 
expression of general principles of the divine government hardly affords a 
sufficient motive for so complicated and difficult a book. These ideas are 
plainer than the book written to enforce them. (2) The theory is not self- 
consistent for it admits that there may be some predictive or historical element 
in the book. And if any of this element is to be admitted, and it is difficult to 
see how it can be shut out, then this scheme of interpretation fails to satisfy 
the demand which the book itself makes. (3) This book ranks with Daniel 
and the two books stand or fall together. Both are what are called apocal5rptic 
and are more than mere prophecy. What may be asserted of prophecy cannot 
be in all respects true of them. While we have no right to class these two 

* By Rev. O. P. Eaches in 77!^ Baptist Quarterly Review, Oct. 1889, pp. 468-482. 
t By Rev. Prin. David Brown, D. D., in The Expositor, Dec. i88g, pp. 446-456. 



